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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

____________ 

 
SECURING CREDIBLE ENVIRONMENTALLY RELEVANT  

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT METHODS IN STANDARDS  
 

FOREWORD 
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 

all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote international 
co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To this end and 
in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, Technical Reports, 
Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC Publication(s)”). Their 
preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested in the subject dealt with 
may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-governmental organizations liaising 
with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely with the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence between 
any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in the latter. 

5) IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity 
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any 
services carried out by independent certification bodies. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) IEC draws attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use of (a) 
patent(s). IEC takes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed patent rights in 
respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, IEC had not received notice of (a) patent(s), which 
may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are cautioned that this may not represent 
the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database available at https://patents.iec.ch. IEC 
shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

IEC Guide 121 has been prepared by the Advisory Committee on Environmental Aspects 
(ACEA).  

The text of this IEC Guide is based on the following documents: 

Draft Report on voting 

SMBNC/43/DV SMBNC/52/RV 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this Guide can be found in the report on voting 
indicated in the above table. 

The language used for the development of this Guide is English.  
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This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2, and 
developed in accordance with ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1 and ISO/IEC Directives, IEC 
Supplement, available at www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs. The main document types 
developed by IEC are described in greater detail at www.iec.ch/standardsdev/publications. 

 

  

http://www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs
http://www.iec.ch/standardsdev/publications
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INTRODUCTION 

The IEC has been developing and publishing standards to support industry and other 
stakeholders for over 100 years, and the last few decades have seen an increase in the 
importance of standards that address environmental matters. The protection of people from the 
potential safety hazards of products has always been an important aspect in the portfolio of 
standards developed by the IEC, and today society at large is also demanding that products do 
not damage the world in which we live.  

Therefore, there is a growing demand for publications that include assessment methods to 
determine whether a product can cause harm to the Earth's ecosystem. For instance, the 
quantification of hazardous emissions to the environment (for example, fluorinated or other 
greenhouse gases) helps to counteract climate change.  

The possible harm to the Earth's environment can be caused either directly by a product, for 
example, through the emission of harmful substances such as greenhouse gases or other toxic 
pollutants directly to land, water, or air during manufacture, use, or end-of-life phase, or 
indirectly by the consumption of resources such as energy or water (called "inputs") by a 
product. These can affect the environment through, for example, emissions coming from the 
production of such inputs and the depletion of the Earth's resources.  

IEC and other international standards are expected to provide commonly agreed, objective and 
unbiased assessment methods to determine, amongst other things, quantitative properties of a 
product or system, such as CO2 emission or energy consumption. The measurement result can 
then be used to prepare an associated declaration to demonstrate the conformity of the product 
to specified requirements. Even if IEC standards do not include assessment methods to assess 
the direct impact of products on the environment, it is possible that they include methods 
relating to a means to assess (or consider) the indirect impact of that product on the 
environment, for example, energy consumed to deliver one or more product functions. In this 
Guide, assessment methods of either the direct or the indirect environmental impact of products 
are referred to as "environmentally relevant assessment". 

Testing for environmental impacts, whether beneficial or detrimental, is not always easy. For 
instance, such impacts cannot always be readily measured in a consistent and uniform manner. 
This can lead to ambiguity and debate as to the usefulness of such a test.  

When developing an assessment method, it is already general practice to consider classical 
aspects such as measurement repeatability, reproducibility, and accuracy, as well as the costs 
of testing. However, these considerations alone do not guarantee that such assessment method 
is credible (from the environmental performance point of view). For an IEC standard to be 
credible, it needs to ensure that its environmentally relevant performance assessments are 
representative of how the product is used, maintained, and disposed of in real-life and to 
prevent, as far as practicable, circumvention. Representativeness and (anti-)circumvention will 
be extensively addressed in this Guide.  

This Guide is complementary to IEC Guide 109. While IEC Guide 109 describes the general 
principles of specifying environmental aspects in IEC publications, this Guide provides 
principles and requirements to ensure that standards writers are made aware of and consider 
the aspects of credibility described in this Guide. 

In this Guide the term "committees" includes "technical committees, TCs", "project committees, 
PCs", "subcommittees, SCs" and "systems committees, SyCs". 

Since environmentally relevant performance assessment methods are present in standards 
applicable to many committees, this Guide was prepared by ACEA and was circulated to all IEC 
technical committees, some advisory committees, IEC Conformity Assessment Board and CEN-
CLC ECO-CG/TF2 for comments.  

The following IEC committees are thanked for their active contribution to the preparation of this 
Guide: NL NC, KR NC, JP NC, TC 59, TC 100, and TC 111.  



 – 6 – IEC GUIDE 121:2023  IEC 2023 

SECURING CREDIBLE ENVIRONMENTALLY RELEVANT  
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT METHODS IN STANDARDS  

 
 
 

1 Scope 

This Guide specifies principles, requirements, and guidance for standards writers to identify 
whether an assessment method in their standard can be used to obtain an indication of the 
environmental performance of a product and to ensure that such assessment is credible.  

This Guide applies to standards covering environmental performance of new products and as 
appropriate to standards covering environmental performance of second life products (for 
example, refurbished or remanufactured).  

This Guide is therefore intended to ensure that assessment methods developed by standards 
writers are credible. The credibility of an environmentally relevant performance assessment 
method is determined by taking into account all the related principles, namely 
representativeness, measurement repeatability, measurement reproducibility, measurement 
accuracy, cost of testing, anti-circumvention, as well as review of standards. 

Environmentally relevant performance assessment methods can be present in many IEC 
standards (for example, standards covering performance aspects of products), and not only 
those focused on the environment. This Guide will be applicable to those as well.   

This Guide is not applicable to standards containing environmentally relevant performance 
assessment methods that are not assessed by test (for example, assessment by inspection or 
simulation), nor is it applicable to other aspects not linked to environment, such as 
electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) and electromagnetic fields (EMF). 

This Guide does not include guidance on whether all environmentally relevant aspects are 
covered by an IEC standard. This Guide also does not give guidance on whether a performance 
assessment method was successfully identified as environmentally relevant.  

NOTE The IEC Standardization Management Board (SMB) has decided that Guides such as this one can have 
mandatory requirements which shall be followed by all IEC committees developing technical work that falls within the 
scope of the Guide, as well as guidance which may or may not be followed. The mandatory requirements in this 
Guide are identified by the use of "shall". Statements that are only for guidance are identified by using the verb 
"should" (see IEC Directives Supplement Part 1, A1.1). 

2 Normative references 

There are no normative references in this Guide. 

3 Terms, definitions and abbreviated terms 

For the purposes of this Guide, the terms and definitions given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2, 
and the following apply.  

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following 
addresses:  

• ISO Online browsing platform: available at http://www.iso.org/obp 

• IEC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org 

http://www.iso.org/obp



